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Dear Members of the Sparta UMC Family, 

As we welcome April, we find ourselves midway through the ecclesiastical season of Lent. Just as the days grow 

longer and the sun breaks through the clouds, asserting its reign, we might think spring has finally settled in—

only to be surprised by snow piling up around us. Our spiritual journey this April mirrors this unpredictable 

transition, reminding us of the wilderness that Jesus Himself traversed. 

This spiritual desert, a place of introspection and challenge, is where our faith is both tested and strengthened. It 

is akin to the 40 days Jesus spent in solitude, a time for us to reflect 

deeply on the vows we affirmed at our Confirmation—vows of faith, 

service, and commitment to the body of Christ. 

For the Brazilian theologian Frei Betto, "The wilderness is not just a 

desolate place of solitude, but a classroom of the spirit." It teaches us 

about reliance, not just on our strength but on the grace that sustains 

us. John Wesley, the heart of our Methodist heritage, spoke of the 

means of grace that guide us—prayer, Scripture, fasting, and 

communion. These practices draw us closer to the divine, especially as 

we prepare to embrace the joyous resurrection of our Lord. 

At our Confirmation day, we made solemn vows that form the bedrock 

of our faith journey: 

 We renounced sin, committing to turn away from the spiritual forces of wickedness and reject the evil 

powers of this world. 

 We accepted Christ as our Savior, promising to serve Him faithfully, embracing His grace and guidance 

in all aspects of our lives. 

 We vowed to remain faithful members of Christ's Church, committing our prayers, presence, gifts, service, 

and witness to the life and work of our community. 

These vows call us to a higher standard, to live out our faith with excellence, even when tempted to despair. God 

reminds us through our wilderness experiences that our growth must reflect His excellence in every action and 

thought. As we journey through Lent, it does not end in the wilderness; it leads us to the glorious morning of 

Easter, when we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. This joyous event renews our 

commitment to live out the vows we made, a testament to the promise of new life, both spiritually and in the 

communities we serve. 

Our Lent and Easter Sunday offerings this year will support "SACS & Food Pantry," vital ministries that 

embody our commitment to serve and uplift the vulnerable among us. This act of giving is a practical 

expression of our Methodist vow to "do all in our power to increase their faith, confirm their hope, and 

perfect them in love." 



In this season of renewal, may you find the wilderness not just a trial, but a 

transformation. My prayer is that each of us will emerge with a deeper faith 

and a renewed passion to live out the gospel. As we move from the shadow of 

the cross to the brightness of the resurrection, may our lives reflect the light of 

Christ in all that we do. 

Before I conclude, let us express our heartfelt thanks to our Office 

Administrative Assistant, who has decided to embark on a new journey, 

serving another church. We deeply appreciate her dedication and hard work 

during her tenure with us and wish her all the best in her future endeavors. 

May your journey be blessed, and your Easter filled with the overwhelming 

joy of Jesus Christ, risen and ever-present. 

In Christ's Love, 

Reverend Lourdes Magalhães - Pastor 

 

 

 

It’s an Experience.. 

I love the way Pastor Rick Calhoun has talks about Easter and the resurrection. He writes:  

“The Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead was never meant to be proved but experienced. As a matter 

of fact it cannot be proved, as no one of us was there. We have to take the word of others who were. Those early 

witnesses were very passionate about their testimonies. Many were to be martyred in defense of their convictions. 

But ultimately the resurrection is to be experienced not proved. The most convincing evidence of the Resurrection 

of Christ is the transformation of the people who know Jesus and believe in Him. I decided long ago, the only 

proof of Easter I will ever need is memory. I remember what my life was like before I met the living Christ and I 

know what my life is now, as I share it with Him. I would not stand here and tell you I am always the man I should 

be. But thanks to the living Christ, I am not the man I used to be either. The risen Jesus Christ has made all the 

difference.”  

Christ living within us does make all the difference. And so we come this Easter Sunday to celebrate the love 

and grace we have experienced all because Jesus Christ is alive!  

~ Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 



UWIF Update… 

 
UWIF – A Legacy of Mission 

Our Mission Legacy starts at 

home. The ladies of Lois Circle and 

Wesleyan Circle delivered 

nutritious snacks to the 15 or so 

volunteers at St. Clare Mission on 

the first and third Tuesdays in 

March. On the third and fifth 

Sundays, the ladies provide sweets and treats at 

coffee fellowship. Ladies, you are appreciated. 

Thank you. 

 

Have you ever left your shopping list at home? 

Have you noticed how the items you purchased years 

ago are not the same items you buy today? After 

some research, the following list is an updated one 

for monthly items needed at our Ecumenical Food 

Pantry. We used to have our list in our ‘booklets’, 

another Legacy of Mission. Bring items to Circle 

meetings or anytime to add to the shopping cart in 

the hallway.  

 

 

 

UWIF Featured Monthly Food Pantry Items 

January – Canned Vegetables (#1 Corn) 

February – Spaghetti Sauce 

March – Complete Pancake Mix 

April – Canned Fruit 

May – Shampoo 

June – Canned Meat (tuna, chicken, sardines) 

July – Canned Fruit 

August – Syrup 

September – Canned Beans (#1 pork n’ beans) 

October – Kleenex (facial tissues) 

November – Peanut Butter (#1 creamy) 

December – Macaroni – pasta 

 

 

 

 

April altar plants have been purchased by the 

Adams-Rodgers family for family birthdays, Peggy 

Wright in Memory of Grace & Melvin, Byron Holz 

in Honor of Maxine Holz, Ron & Denise for their 

anniversary and Nancy Sather in Memory of her 

brother Bob Gabriel’s birthday. One line is open for 

April 27. 
 

Both Circles meet on the second Tuesday of the 

month. Lois at 1 p.m. in the little kitchen and 

Wesleyan at 6:30 p.m. in the chapel. I don’t know 

why it took us so long to figure out we don’t have to 

walk up the stairs to gather!! If you’re not a member 

yet, please consider joining a circle. 

Wesleyan Circle has two programs left in our 

study guide called Heaven. Kristine has #7 in April 

and Julie Adams-Rodgers has May 13. 
 

Last month we mentioned a donation to the 

Legacy Fund from UWIF. The following was printed 

in our newest WI Conference 2025 Yearbook. 
 

A LEGACY OF MISSION 

In 1869, eight (8) women gathered at Tremont 

Methodist Episcopal Church in Boston and 

organized the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society. 

They raised money to send two (2) missionaries to 

India, a woman doctor and a woman teacher. United 

Methodist Women is the successor to that and other 

women’s societies. One hundred and fifty years later, 

United Methodist Women is the largest faith-based 

women’s mission in the world, changing lives for the 

women, children, youth and families down the street 

and around the globe. United Methodist Women is a 

unique movement for transformation in our church 

and our world. 
 

The Legacy Fund continues to be an important 

part of this celebration. The Legacy Fund will 

permanently sustain the work of United Methodist 

Women. That means that your gifts to this 

endowment will support women in Mission in the 

future. Your gifts will stand alongside United 

Methodist Women for decades to come. Your gifts 

will enable our great organization to continue to 

change lives for women, children, youth and families 

down the street and around the globe for the next 150 

years. Follow the link below to learn more about the 

History and Legacy of United Methodist Women. 

Uwfaith.org 

Wisconsin Conference, United Women in Faith 

Christine Anding 



 

 

 

 

Finance Update… 

 
March 3rd discussed the 

churches income and expenses. We 

found that over the last six weeks, 

expenses have been exceeding 

income.  Our operating balance has 

been steadily going down.  Finance 

will be sharing further information 

and ideas at the town hall on March 

30.  We.encourage you to attend to 

share fund raising ideas. 

 

Paul Foulke Finance Chair 

 

 

 

 

Records & History 
 

Records and History: Our next 

meeting will be April 9 at 9:00 am in 

the Church Conference Room.  If 

you are unable to attend please let me 

know.  

 

Thank You to everyone who 

participated in the Lenten Luncheon. 

As always the food was delicious and 

the attendance was fantastic.  

We Are -  Keeping the Eternal Flame Glowing 

 

 

 

Pizza and a Movie 
night this month is April 19 

Pizza will be served in the 

small kitchen at 6 p.m. with 

the movie to follow in the 

Chapel. Everyone is welcome! 

Bring a friend!  Please 

contact Toni Jensen at 608-

343-3029 before noon on April 19 if you will be 

attending so we know how much pizza to order. 
 

 

April’s Movie is:  
“Sound of Hope:  

The Story of Possum Trot” 

The true story of Donna and Reverend Martin 

and their tiny church in East Texas. 22 families 

adopted 77 children from the local foster system, 

igniting a movement for vulnerable children 

everywhere. 

 



 

The Sparta UMC Youth Page 
 

Engaging the Next Generation: The Vibrant Youth of Sparta UMC 

At Sparta United Methodist Church, our youth group is more than just number; it's a vibrant community where 

young people come to explore their faith, form lasting friendships, and make a positive impact in their world. The 

energy and enthusiasm of our youth are vital to the life of our church, and it is a joy to see them grow in their 

spiritual journey and community engagement offering an opportunity for the youth to be part of the life and 

administration of our community.  

In today's world, young people face a myriad of challenges—from stress and rejection to bullying. Those who are 

home-schooled or attend secular schools each experience unique social dynamics that can sometimes be difficult. 

Faith can be a grounding force for these young individuals, providing a foundation of strength and a community 

of support. 

 Coping with Stress and Rejection: Faith teaches us resilience and offers comfort in times of distress. 

The supportive environment of the youth group allows members to share their experiences and find solace 

in collective wisdom and prayer. 

 Dealing with Bullying: Our faith community fosters a culture of acceptance and kindness, equipping our 

youth with the moral courage to stand up against bullying. They learn to extend the love and respect that 

Christ teaches us to everyone, irrespective of their background. 

 Support for Home-Schooled Youth: Home-schooled youth often benefit greatly from the social 

interaction and diverse perspectives they encounter in Church activities, which complement their learning 

experiences at home. 

 Engagement with Secular School Attendees: For those attending secular schools, the Church serves as 

a bridge, connecting their educational experiences with their spiritual growth. There is a space to discuss 

and integrate their secular learning with their faith-based values. 

The impact of our youth group extends beyond the church walls. These young leaders are active in community 

service projects, showcasing their commitment to living out their faith through acts of kindness and service. 

Whether it's helping at local pantries, organizing charity events, or simply being a friend to those in need, their 

actions inspire all of us. 

To the youth of Sparta UMC, thank you for your enthusiasm and dedication. You are the present heartbeat of our 

church. Keep shining your light brightly! 

—Rev. Lourdes Magalhães your Pastor 

 

 



Nurture Update.. 

♫ “Amazing love! How can it be 

that Thou, 

My God, shouldst die for me? 

Amazing love! How can it be that 

thou,  

my God, shouldst die for me?” 

Charles Wesley 

 

April 2 – Ecumenical Lenten luncheon at UCC 

April 9 – Ecumenical Lenten luncheon at Faith 

Evangelical Free with Pastor Lourdes 

April 13 – Palm Sunday 

April 17 – Maundy Thursday 24-hour Prayer Vigil-

signup sheet available 7 p.m. Choir Cantata, 

“Lamentations of the Lamb” at Trinity Lutheran – 

Combined UMC Chancel and Trinity choirs. 

April 18 – Good Friday – “Stations of the Cross” 11-

12 p.m. beginning at Sparta UMC “K” Street 

Our chapel will be available for those who choose 

not to, or are unable to walk. Framed pictures of the 

stations will be displayed, and a comfortable space to 

experience this. 

April 20 – A Blessed Easter to all! 

“Blossoming of the Cross” – Easter Flowers and cut 

flowers can be purchased for the Cross and/or the 

sanctuary (see insert). 

 

“Every morning is Easter morning, from now on!” 

 

Thank you, Kurt Kiefer, Scott Naeseth, Pete Foss, 

(Ron Ebert Sr., was ill) for preparing, serving, and 

cleaning up after our Shrove Pancake Breakfast – 

nearly 50 attended. This is always a special 

fellowship time! 

 

Thank you, ladies for preparing and serving the first 

ecumenical Lenten luncheon of the season. Also, 

thanks to all who donated groceries for the meal – 64 

attended. So wonderful to share a meal, a message 

and fellowship with our community and church 

friends. 

 

Thank you, Rich Zidich, who volunteers in so many 

ways – am sure folks are not aware. Of course, the 

shoes – but also delivers the gathered groceries to the 

Food Pantry and takes the aluminum cans to be 

recycled. These are just the things I know – there is 

probably more. Thank you Rich! 

 

**A warm and sincere thank you to our good friend 

Michele, from Nurture. We have shared countless 

phone calls, texts, committee minutes, bulletins, 

signup sheets, etc., etc.! You will be surely missed, 

but please know you have our love, and the very best 

of wishes in your new job. God bless you always! 

 

 

 

Needing a Card  

For Someone Special? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can now find new and recycled cards for all 

occasions: Birthdays, Anniversaries, Weddings, 

Thank Yous, Get Well, Sympathies, and Holiday 

Cards! The cost is only 50¢ each. All proceeds go to 

our Missions & Outreach Fund. You can find them 

in the Gathering Place if you’d like to check them 

out! 

 

 

 

 

Church Facebook Page 
 

Have you checked out the 

church’s Facebook site? It’s a 

good place to keep up with 

what is going on in the church 

and easily access the online 

worship services. You can find that site at: 

 https://www.facebook.com/UMCsparta/.  Once you 

are there just “like” the site and you will receive 

updates when new information is posted. 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/UMCsparta/


 

SPARTA WOMEN'S PAGE 
Lent and Resurrection: Celebrating Renewal and Commitment 

with the Women's Circles of Sparta UMC 

As we step into the season reflection and preparation as Lent invites us, 

Sparta United Methodist Church embraces this time with open hearts and 

transformative spirit leading us to the joyous celebration of Resurrection, a 

testament to new beginnings and the enduring power of faith. 

Let us extend a special acknowledgment to the Women's Circles of Sparta 

UMC, whose steadfast faith and loving efforts have been a beacon of hope and service. The Lois and Wesleyan 

Circles, have not only supported our church’s spiritual life but also significantly contributed to our community 

programs - breakfast and fellowship on Fridays at 8 a.m. at La Herradura Restaurant, Visitation to Homebound, 

Shut ins and others, Cards of appreciation, and others extended, and many other activities in and out of the 

Church.  

During Lent, these remarkable groups engaged in numerous activities, from organizing weekly prayer meetings 

to coordinating charity events, all while fostering a supportive network for our congregation. Their commitment 

has been a great demonstration of living out the Christian principles of service and compassion. 

As we reflect on the sacrifice and resurrection of Jesus, let us draw inspiration from the actions of these devoted 

women. Their work reminds us of the impact that thoughtful, continuous acts of faith can have on our 

community and beyond. 

To each member of the Women's Circles, we extend our heartfelt thanks. Your dedication, faith, and love do not 

go unnoticed and are deeply appreciated by every one of us at Sparta UMC. You embody the spirit of renewal 

that Easter celebrates — bringing light and hope to those around you. 

As we move forward into the Easter season and beyond, let us all take a moment to consider how we, too, can 

contribute to our community in meaningful ways. Let the example of our Women's Circles inspire us to live out 

our faith actively and joyously. 

Thank you, once again, to the Women's Circles for your indispensable role in our church family. May this 

Easter fill you with as much hope and joy as you bring to our community. 

 

Happy Easter, and may you all experience the profound peace and joy that comes from knowing and sharing 

God’s love. 

—Rev. Lourdes Magalhães 

 

 

 

 

“To everything there is a season, and a time to 
every purpose under Heaven” 

        Ecclesiastes 3:1 



Celebrating the Men of Sparta UMC: A Pillar of Strength and Service 

In the heart of our community at Sparta United Methodist Church, the Men's stands as a testament to the 

strength, dedication, and spiritual vigor that characterizes our congregation. As we spotlight the various men in 

our church, it's essential to recognize the contributions of these remarkable men who serve not only as pillars of 

our church but also as beacons of light in our community. 

The Men of Sparta UMC have continuously demonstrated what it means to live out faith in action. From 

participating in community service projects to Bible  Study and or Prayer time, their efforts are foundational to 

the vibrancy and growth of our church family. Their involvement reaches beyond 

the walls of Sparta UMC, touching lives through programs that address local 

needs, supporting missions that extend our Christian compassion globally, and 

maybe mentoring the younger generation within our church. 

This group's commitment is also seen in their personal spiritual journeys and 

fellowship as they get together weekly for a time of sharing and engaging with 

each other in excellence and respect to one another and to the entirely 

congregation. 

To the Men of Sparta UMC, your dedication is invaluable. Your hands have 

built shelters, your prayers have lifted spirits, and your hearts have taught us 

the essence of brotherhood in Christ. Thank you for your tireless service, your 

unwavering faith, and the love you extend to all corners of our community. 

As we move forward, let us all draw inspiration from the Men of Sparta UMC. 

Their example challenges each of us to be active participants in our faith, to 

serve with joy, and to support one another in our spiritual and communal 

endeavors. 

We are immensely grateful for the Men of Sparta UMC. You are truly the 

backbone of our church, and your impacts resonate deeply within and beyond our community. Thank you for 

everything you do — we are better together because of your contributions. 

If you have not had the opportunity to meet with them, join them for breakfast on Fridays 8 a.m. at the Family 

Restaurant - look for the Sparta UMC Men's able all men are invited no matter how old are you. Come, and 

share at this blessed fellowship. If you need a ride, call the office we will make sure someone is picking you up. 

In Christ's love and grave,  

—Rev. Lourdes Magalhães 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s Springtime Has Blossomed 
Welcome the glorious springtide, Open the door to the sun;  

Let in the scent of this season, Now that Spring has begun. 

Hum with the soft, gentle breezes, Sing with the birds that now sing;  

This is a time of rejoicing, This is the season of Spring. 

Let in the radiant springtide, Listen to the sounds, see the sights. 

Hear all the peepers a-peeping, See geese in the sky in flight. 

Witness rebirth of the flowers, Discover new life everywhere; 

Rejoice! God’s springtime has blossomed where once all was bleak and bare. 

Loise Pinkerton Fritz 



Lois Circle News… 
 

Lois Circle met on Tuesday, 

March 11 with 9 members and 

special guest Pastor Lourdes 

present. 

Nancy Sather served a delicious 

cheesecake dessert, nuts and 

candy. 
 

Treasurer, Maxine reported 

$58.00 given to United Women in Faith, $31.00 to 

St. Clare Mission and $35.00 to Sunshine.   
 

Thank you to Danette, Maxine and Eileen for 

snacks made for St. Clare Mission. 

A list of monthly Food Pantry Items was handed out 

to members.  Bring items to the church. 
 

Danette, Maxine, Eileen, Cindy, Barb & Nancy 

will bring snacks for Coffee Fellowship on March 

30. 
 

Reminder to look at the Prayer Board for list of 

people in need of prayers. 
 

Upcoming events were mentioned. 
 

Barb McGreevy read interesting thoughtful 

readings from a Mornings with Jesus book (see 

below) 
 

We welcome and invite new members to join the 

Lois Circle on the second Tuesday of the month at 

1:00 p.m.  Our next meeting is April 8. 

 

 

May the God who gives endurance and 

encouragement give you the same attitude of mind 

toward each other that Christ Jesus had. Romans 

15:5 

Cruising along the highway, I saw a giant banner 

across the back of a semi-truck announcing, “Test in 

Progress.” Switching lands to bypass this, I was 

struck by this concept of preparing other drivers for 

possible mistakes by disclosing that the driver 

wasn’t perfect. I wondered, If I wore a T-shirt 

emblazoned with “Test in Progress,” encouraging 

people to be understanding if I made mistakes–not 

just on the road but in life–would people be more 

patient and accepting of my flaws and imperfection? 

How significant, those three simple words: test 

in progress. They describe the entire human race. 

Everyone’s undergoing some kind of test in 

progress. We just don’t broadcast it with a banner on 

our backside. When I reflect on various tests in 

progress among my own family and friends, I recall 

struggles with addictions, income losses, unpaid 

bills, eviction threats, terminal illnesses. These tests, 

and more, are the daily reality for people we pass on 

the highway of life.  

While I was desiring extra grace for myself, 

Jesus reminded me to have a heart of compassion for 

others. I want to have an attitude like Jesus for 

people enduring personal hardship that’s not 

proclaimed on a banner. –Cassandra Tiersma 

Copied from the book Mornings With Jesus 2022 

 

 

 

April 2 – At UCC with Pastor 

Brian 

April 9 – At Faith Evangelical 

Free with Pastor Lourdes 

 
 

Maundy Thursday 
 

Please sign-up for the Maundy-

Thursday (April 17) Prayer Vigil 

located at the “K” Street entrance. 

 

 
 

Easter Flowers 
 

You can bring your Easter Lilies or 

spring plant to the church anytime. 

Please let the office know the names you 

wish to honor or remember so she can 

make a label for your plant. 

 

 

Blossoming of the Cross 
Easter Sunday 

April 20 

Donations can be made for $5 or $10 

bouquets for the cross. Please let the time 

know the names you wish to honor or 

remember. 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Thank you United Methodist Church! Our 

sincerest thank you to all members of your 

congregation who may have made donations to the 

Ecumenical Food Pantry. Your support is vital to our 

ongoing efforts to help provide food for those in 

need.  

Your generosity and kindness have made a 

meaningful difference to so many in our community.  

Thank you again–your generosity and 

unwavering support are truly appreciated.  

Judy Bernett 

Food Pantry Board Member 
 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for all the prayers, cards, and visits, 

as I’ve recovered from a heart valve replacement. My 

breathing, and energy level are much improved. I’ve 

recently started cardiac rehabilitation. (Byron’s 

school has been kind enough to change his schedule 

so he can take me.)  

Best wishes for a beautiful spring!  
 

With gratitude, 

Maxine Holz 

 

 

 

Volunteer Opportunity… 
“Family Promise of Monroe Co.” (and 

nationwide) 

Please consider volunteering with transportation, 

meals, day-center volunteers, etc. A few years ago, 

our church became involved in helping support 

Family Promise in many ways, then the COVID 

pandemic came. The program is going strong again, 

and has purchased the former Torkelson Funeral 

Home on Oak Street to house homeless families 

temporarily.  

Community volunteers are needed. If you have 

any questions and/or can help in some way, you can 

call Cyndi Wise at 608-269-4529. 

Thank you for considering this. 

 

 

 

Shop with scrip…support your 

church 

Thank you to everyone who 

continues to support the church 

through the shop with scrip 

program.  

The next scrip order will be 

going in on April 6.  You can mail 

your order directly to Cheryl 

Isensee at: 9262 Festival Avenue, 

Sparta, WI 54656. If you have 

questions or need an order form contact the church 

(269-6949.) 

If you find yourself in need of a card before the next 

order goes in give Cheryl a call and ask if she has the 

card you need. She sometimes has a few extra scrip 

cards for local businesses on hand. 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

I want to take a moment to express my deepest 

gratitude for the love and support you have shown 

me over the past five years. Being part of this church 

community has been a true blessing, and the decision 

to move on was not an easy one. However, an 

opportunity arose that I couldn’t pass up—I will be 

starting at the UCC in Tomah on Monday, just five 

minutes from my home. 

A big part of this decision was my daughter 

gaining her driver’s license and car in February, 

which has brought changes to our family’s routine. 

Your kindness and encouragement have meant the 

world to me, especially during difficult times—when 

my father passed away, after my accident, and in the 

many moments when a kind word lifted my spirits. 

I will always hold this congregation close to my 

heart, and I will miss seeing your smiling faces each 

week. Thank you for everything. Your love, prayers, 

and support have truly made a difference in my life. 

With much love and appreciation, 

Michele Thornton 

 



Sparta Kids Page 
Empowering Faith and Growth: The Impact of Children’s Ministries at Easter 

Luke 24:1-6 (NIV): 

"On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went 

to the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body 

of the Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like 

lightning stood beside them. In their fright, the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men 

said to them, 'Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen!'” 

This passage not only celebrates the mystery and joy of the Resurrection but also encourages our children to 

seek Jesus in their everyday lives, emphasizing that He is alive and active in the world around us. 

Easter activities organized by the Children’s Ministries also offer vital social benefits. Events like the Palm 

Sunday Procession, egg hunt, craft and other activities bring the kids a great opportunity to reenforce the truth 

of Jesus resurrection.   

This Easter, as every 

year, we look forward to 

witnessing the 

blossoming faith and 

confidence of our 

youngest congregants, 

nurtured by the 

compassionate and 

creative hands of our 

Children's Ministries - 

Lynn, Margie and the 

support of the youth and 

others.   

To God be the Glory 

Reverend Lourdes 

Magalhães 

Hi Sparta Kids, paint this 

image and bring to Pastor 

Lourdes on April 6th for 

our Easter Mural in the 

Sanctuary. 

don't forget to write your 

name on it. 

Pastor Lourdes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Morrow’s Attic is looking for volunteers. 

Mary Morrow's Attic is a ministry of the Morrow 

Home.  The Attic opened in 2009 as a place for 

people to donate unwanted clothes, household items, 

toys, puzzles, books, etc.  Sixteen years later the 

Attic has donated $848,039 to the Morrow Home to 

enrich the lives of the residents.   

 

The Attic pays their rent and utilities and gives 

back to the community through the Community 

Thanksgiving & Christmas Dinners, and helps those 

down on their luck. 
 

Without the wonderful volunteers at the Attic, 

this ministry wouldn’t be as successful as it is. They 

could use more volunteers. If this is something 

you’re interested in doing, give them a call at 608-

269-1047. The Attic hours are Tuesday-Thursday, 

10 a.m. – 4 p.m. and Fridays 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.  

 

You may want to volunteer as much as four days 

a week or as little as one day a month. They have a 

job for you if you like to sort, clean, price, put items 

on the shelf or check customers out. 

 

Thank you for your consideration,  

Cheryl Isensee 

Executive Assistant 

Morrow Home Community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Servant Leadership Board will meet on 

Tuesday, April 1 at 6:00 p.m., in the conference 

room. 

April 2 is the next Lenten Luncheon at UCC at 

noon. 

Nurture will meet on Thursday, April 3 at 6 

p.m., in the conference room. 

Lois Circle will meet Tuesday, April 8 in the 

small kitchen at 1 p.m. 

Wesleyan Circle will meet on Tuesday, April 8 in 

the Chapel at 6:30 p.m. 

Records & History will meet on Wednesday, 

April 9 at 9 a.m. in the conference room. 

April 9 there will be a Lenten Lunch at E-Free 

church at noon. Pastor Lourdes will preach. 

April 13 is Palm Sunday 

April 17 is Maundy-Thursday 

April 17 Trinity Lutheran Church will host the 

Tenebrae Cantata with both choirs performing at 

6:45. 

9 a.m. Easter Sunday service, April 20. 

 

 

Friday Morning Breakfasts.. 
An open invitation to join the 

Methodist Women at 

breakfast on Friday 

mornings at 8 a.m. at La 

Herradura Restaurant 

(Formerly Steak House) or 

the men’s breakfast held at Sparta Family 

Restaurant, Fridays at 8 a.m. Come and enjoy good 

food and fellowship. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

April Anniversaries 

 

16 Ron & Denise Ebert 

21 Brandon & Brittany Burnham 

28 Gabrielle & Brady Kozelka 

28 Dave & Patty Wiedemann 

29 Sara & Dave Kemp 

 

April Birthdays 

 

01 Elliot Blackdeer 

03 Bev Laufenberg 

05 Amy Johnson 

08 Julie Adams Rodgers 

08 Deb Foss 

08 Darcie Hanson 

08 Scott Naeseth 

10 April Hubbard 

12 Maxine Holz 

12 Margie Lakowske 

17 Cecile Stow 

19 Ruth Ebert 

19 Dave Hering 

19 Kris Jostad 

21 Tennyson Kozelka 

22 Danielle Dale 

30 Margaret Jensen 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Ushers 

6 Kurt & Amy Kiefer 

13 Ron & Denise Ebert/Ronnie & Kandy Ebert 

20 Rich & Danette Zidich & Peggy 

27 Kurt & Amy 

 

Tech Team 

6 Annabelle Von Ruden & Emily Von Ruden  

13 Toni Jensen & Amy Kiefer 

20 Ron & Kristine Phillips 

27 Cheryl Isensee & Beth Jerman 

 

Liturgist 

6 Marty Walley 

13 Beth Nowak 

20 Annabelle Von Ruden 

27 Judy Fuhrmann 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who 
 have donated to 
 Soles4Souls! We have 
 collected 478 this 
  year so far. 

 

 



The Chimes 
Sparta United Methodist Church 
210 N Court Street 
Sparta, WI  54656 
 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  

 
 
 
 

                              Prepared Especially For: 
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