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Continuing the Convel

i éfor | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty
andyou gave me something to drink, | was a stranger
and you welcomed meédoTru

livegtrganging services We wer enodot pr ¢
hospitality for months as we all hunkered down and
worshiped from home vitne internetAs with any skill

that 1 sndét practiced for

| Ynitidl shine® WwemayYoRyét to dd litl€ thingd that ¥af U

it to one of the least of these who are members of my pe b|g thmgs to guests or even |amge members.

familyyy ou di d (Matthetv25:35,md0) 6 0
i | therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg yimulead
a life worthy of the calling to which you have been
called,with all humility and gentleness, with patience
bearing with one another in loveaking every effort to
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peaceThere is one body and on@if¥, just as you
were called to the one hope of your callioge Lord,
one faith, one baptisnopne God and Father of all, who
is above all and through all and in all. But each of us
was given grace accordin
g i f(Ephediang.1-7)

important part of being the
church). In our August Serva

church. Or, | should sayre-
focusing on Radical Hospitality, a
it is one of the foundationaillars
our ministry plan is built on.

| want to point out here, that since coming to Sparta
| have found you to be a very friendly and hospitable
church. Others have told me that thexperience here
was also one of warmth and hospitality, and that is why
they have stayed. Through the hospitality shown them
they made connections and relationships grew. Given
that, you may be wondering why | felt the need to re
focus on hospitality. | hee two good reasons for this
focus.

First, we have gone through a time of huge changg;
from the world (including the church) being closed
down for a timeto reopening with a focus on

1

Things like making sure we have an elevator attendar
(that cool old elevator can be tricky and intimidating
when you ar enotor forgettingl to a
welcome guests (which is extra challenging with
masks)or other things | may be forgetting

Seond, we have to be mindful of a new segment of
our congregation: those who worship with us via
livestream and recordings. This second reason is eve
challenging for me. | have to remember to do things
like: look at the camera, speak directly to those wio a
in the cyber world of churcivhile not ignoring those in

d thel pews bffBr hewBy8 forttHatew segmenfod dui S

church to connect with us, etc. It is a huge learninc
curve and | am thankful to have you all on this journey
with me. So following are a fewhings to remember
aboutthe importance oRadical Hospitality.

It is important becaudeadical Hospitalityis a trait

of vibrant, fruitful, and growing congregations.
Christian hospitality is theactive desire to invite,
welcome, receive, and care fahose who are strangers
so that they find a spiritual home and discover for
themselves the unending richness of life in Christ.

Churches that practice Radical Hospitality semse
calling and responsibility to pray, plan, and work to
invite others and to hdp them feel welcome and to
support them in their faith journeys out of genuine
love for Christ. Some people may never enter the churc
building, but they are choosing to worship with us.
What are ways we can offer Radical Hospitality tsthe
folks that @oen us to further connection witienf? How
can we support them in their faith journeys as they grov
in love for God and others?

Hospitality is a mark of Christian discipleship, a
quality of Christian community, a concrete expression
of commitment to growin Christlikeness by seeing
ourselves as part of the



served but to serveo (M
hospitality, we become p
life, showing people that God in Christ values them an
loves tlem. Radical Hospitality iseveran end in itself,
but the beginning of a life of discipleship.

The importace of hospitality streams through
Scripture. In Deuteronomy God reminds the people ¢
Israel to welcome the stranger, the sojourner, th
wanderer. Why? AFor you
Egypto (Deut eronomy 10:
strangers to the faith, residing outside the community
faith where we now find rich resources of meaning
grace, hop, friendship, and service. Welong to the
body of Chri st because
Someone invited us, encouraged us, received us, 3
helped us feel welcome. If we had not felt welcome
and supported in some measure, we would not ha
stayed.

Jesus says,
(Matthew 25:35). AJust 4
of these who are members of my family, you did it t
meo (Matthew 25:40). How
strangers change if we lived as if we really believe
this? Taking Jesus serigly changes congregational
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Al uwawe | @ osnte diemegnBer, i e n doy &

at t Aceonding?2 Go. 2Megley, lfpre ppeople t ever
a consciausly cGheeddaith, theynhavie inrsett desires fot
d relationship to God that are stifled, neglected, or deniec
By Godds grace, peopl e
realize to accept the invitation and initiative of Christ
that comes through gracious hospitality.
A personalnvitation to join you in worship in the
e building (maybe even offering a ride to churciould
w ga ea&elong way annsigowingsRadical HospitalitQlr ia n
1 9couldmedvietting peaple know abeut aur livestreamed
recorded services if
public worship. You could even host a watch party
worship service in your home with someone who
ofoesoheohade ahchdsepd b atl g Wty
nd of ideas to build on.
d God seeks relationship to people. Through the
ve practice of Radical Hospitality, ¢h church today
expressesthe gracious welcome of God in ChriBiut
doesnot end
s also maed td bedvorking ontthetentiona&liscpléship h
process that we offer that will help people continue tc
rgiowy imttheio taith abdeetattorship with Gbdo am@ r
d ot h emore én that later

D

. Serving and | eadading in C

behavior.
. . . Pastor L
Paul pleadsvith the follower of Christ to practice

an active hospitality fWel eomeSornedndiHrer=>t-here
1 1 ~ A s ~ i ‘ e | d + l’\ ~ (al I ~ | d s
Just a.s Christ has wel ComﬁRej 0i cep)rayau\,lithmuat§1feasjnggivethanksitrjlf
(Romans15:7)The | et ter to the \Hegycumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ

nat neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doin
that some have entertain
(Hebrews 13:2).

The early Methodists practiced hospitality in ways

so radical in their day that many traditional church
leaders found their aciiies offensive. Founder of

Methodism, John Wesley preached to thousands

roadsides and in open fields in order to reach co
miners, field laborers, factory workers, the underclas
and the poorest of the poor. He invited them int
community and nurtuck in them a strong sense of
belonging as he organized societies and classes

mutual accountability, support, and care. Is the virtua
world we have at our fingertips the next big missiof

J Jesus
ed

f(loThessaloniansd:163)

angels without
Let us pray: God of love
and power, we know that yo
are with us and you are for us
Breakthrough into our lives
and into your church that ou
relationship may flourish with
you and each other.

Fill us with the grace, mercy, and power of Jesus
Help usdiscern where your Spirit is leading. Open
doors that lead us into a new season of faithfulness ar
fruitfulness; of growth and service for your Kingdom;
exceeding our dreams and expectations. Give us fait
and courage to step through the doors that yan @3
we faithfully follow you, in Jesus name and for your

knowi ng
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field?

glory. Amen.



Celebrating Faith

Hailee Scheurich and Aubrey Ebert

There are exciting plans in the works feunday,
September 12during worship. We will be celebrating
two young women in our congregation who are takin
the important step of confirming their faith before thg
congregation.

Aubrey Ebert and Hailee Scheurich have had
unique confirmation experience as part way thioug
their classes the pandemic stopped us in our tracks
took some time to figure out how to proceed, but the

both decided to put extra time in over the spring and

summer to get back on track.

We have had some good discussions along the w
as they lear what it means to confirm their faith and
become members of the church. There have also bq
adventures along the way as both girls and Past
Loretta were firstime participants in the Wildfire
Youth Mission Event in Superior, Wisconsin.
Hopefully you siw the pictures from Wildfire that were
i n | as tChimesand bnétlee church Facebook
page. When you see the girls, ask them about it.

Both girls are also active in ministries within the
church. Aubrey helps with the Tuesday night Sou
Suppers. You malyave seen Hailee working in the back
of the sanctuary as part of the tech teams on Sund
mornings. I f you havenot
this opportunity to meet both girls, welcome them intg
our church family, and thank them for their service if
the church.

September 12 will also be a celebration of all of
you as we kick off a new season of ministry together g
Sparta United Methodist Church. | will also resume
Achil dr en & sworshgnTaisn wib beioor
AYoung Di sci pl e6s bddto tme n
ministry | will ask that children stay with their parentg

for now, but be aware | am specifically talking to them
during AYoung Discipleods
The past 18 months have been challenging in s
many ways and we continue living through many
chalenges; but we have kept the light of Christ shining
in and through our lives and ministrieshere will be
a special gift for you when you come to worship on
September 12 and prepare to take the light of Christ
out into the world with you.

How to Insti |l Faith in Children
Crystal Caviness works for UMC.org at United Methodist
Communications. This content was published August 10, 2021.

Helping kids learn
about God may seen 4"
daunting. The good new:
is that a theology degre:
i snodt requi |
lessto do with words than'
with actions. Check out
these tips from United
Methodist children 2
ministry leaders for how to make faith real in the lives
of the kids we love.

Every day presents teachable momentd Ev e r
moment of every day is a teachable moment thiad
aydoesndét stop with your

of chil dr e n Glsist Wnited | Methadigt
en Church
or nPeople think you
your sanctuary to have sacred momsento C o x
AWhen you allow your ki
feeling and how to approach things in a CHilst way,
youdre having that sacre

Sitting around the table at mealtime, taking a walk,
snuggling at bedtimere ideal holy moments, says
Mel i nda Shunk, t he Arkan
ministry coordinator. n A
ay opportunities to tell children that you thank God for
mérte m e m,f olr Hdipee ty one wiolul

Al toés a Imat ahikl $oi heag thoseowortls
washed over them, 0 Shunk

Engage all five sensedésking children what they
see, what they smell, what they hear in the world help:
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s them experience Godds cr
n Cox says.

Employing this tip is 6t just for
t oudside fsattingsy €0ox clagifies, suggesting the sam

questions can be asked following all activities,

including church. AAl way:


http://christumcfranklin.org/
http://christumcfranklin.org/

asking, 6What did you se
smel | ? 0 nAwak Ithppugh thes experience of
being at church, 0 she sa
Allow kids to have their own experiences
Sometimes, parents fear how their child may react to
Bible story. Leaders suggest we share the story anyw
without editing and introducing personal abes.

e tfoldaly&@v avhtad g ime & gosdyesicridhf
person who my son will watch his whole life and
y $nternalize that being a good person means makin
decisions every day, sayl
aand trying again the nex
ay Be a faith storyteller Children love a good story,

particularly when someone they love is the main

AChil dren take it i n andchaegctuerd.er 3T alnld samharti etsl
understand for their age, whateyouphbughtabsut God)how youifitsecame to lyoe
guestions. 0 faith, 0 Shunk suggests.

Read the stories together,
discussion. i Y 0 u donot have t
understandi g t he Bi bl e, 0 Afo]
guestions, such adWVhat do you hear? What words
spoke to you?0o0

Asking operended questions is important to
keeping the conversation going, says Brittany Sk
Mc Ray, director of <chilg
Los Altos United Methodist Church.

A lvite kids into the experience of the story, giving
children an opportunity to think about the feelings o
who is missing or the most important part makes th
Word living. Asking questions is meant to engage ol
curiosity. You are na looking for right or wong
answers.

followed by a

Take timetowonderi |  t hi nk t he
kids give to us is the ¢
Mc Ray shares. fAThe wonde

in our world creates more biblically literate children ang
creates fielonglovero f Jesus. 0

Build a spiritual library as a way to nurture wonde
and create a space for discovery, McRay says, offeril
that books by the likes of Matthew Paul Turner, Fre
Rogers and music by Rain for Roots are good startir
places.The Deep Blue Bible Sthookwas developed
specifically to engage conversations.

Being present is a spiritual acti Sh o wi n ¢
being there and listening to your child is the cornerstor
of faith, 0 McRay says.
studies indicate the understanding of God, ourselvg
and the world comegdown to five foundational
relationships in a chil
who love you when you are really small set you up fg
who God is,0 she tells wu

Authenticity rulest Admi tti ng you
answer or that you messed up is OK too.

fiBeing authentic is really key, because our kids s
through the (fa-ade), 0
model what it means to be a believer, but we have
remind ourselves that life is hard and we are going |

excellent faith storytellers because they hawettime
D ard experences ® ghpre thdse storias.

K pJuwgts |okte. the Bible t
from long ago, our faith stories from long ago are
valuable to children, 0 S

storyteller makes faith come alive and weaves iotary
y familyds faith story. oo

r e nPoostip:a nidS dvaeni it lye ms host es
chil dren for t weens, 0 Sh
going to be so valwuable
"
e
r
- Find us on:
] K1 facebook. -
r AR S S
i Church Facebook Page
Have you checked out th
gl todos a good place to kee|]

4 church and easily access the online worship services.
g You can find that site at:

www.facebook@m/UMCsparta/ Once you are there
just Ali ked the site and

) nEwPinformation is posted.

e

Sparta UM C Web Page Update

Our church Web site is updated with a new p
that has direct links to our worship services start
with 2020 through current services. You will al
find our Chimes archived there starting with 202
You can find it at:

lewaughtal.wixsite.com/spartaumc

t

e
M ¢ Once you are at our W
to | Connectedo | ink and i

o | the worship or Chimes newsletter sites.

We hope you findhis new feature helpful.

struggle.



https://www.facebook.com/UMCsparta/

Connecting Vision and Generosity

AAsk, and it will be giwv

knock, and the door will be opened for yowrF

everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searc| &
finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will by i

0 p e n Blatthew 7:78

scri

Shop with

pésupport

t‘@r}k you tﬂ gveryope, wt\1,9|

Contlnues to support he church
through the shop with scrip
program.

The next scrip order will be
going in onSeptember 12 You

your

After serving my first local church patime as a

college student for two years, | had just finished leadin| 4 '
my lastworship service and was greeting folks at th¢

door . One gentl eman shoo
thank you for being our pastor. | think one of the thing
| liked about you the most is that you never talked abo
money. O

| 6ve thought a lamy duimes avers
the years. |l 6ve al so he
by both laity and clergy in many ways. We tend to se
financi al stewardship an
|l tds something we must d

In his short bookA Spirituality of Fundraising
Henri Nouwen challenges this view of money an(

stewardship (which he calls fundraising). He writes:

Fundraising is, first and foremost, a form of ministry. I

is a way of announcing our vision and inviting other

people into ar mission.

Fundraising is proclaiming what we believe in sucl
a way that we offer other people an opportunity t
participate with us in our vision and mission. We ar
decl aring, 60We have a \
exciting. We are inviting you to invegourself through
the resources that God has egivyod your energy,
your prayers, and your mon@yn this work to which
God has called us.

| wonder what vision God has entrusted to you and

your congregation that you can invite others to be a p4
of throudh their prayers, their presence, their service
their witness, and their gifts.

Rev. Jason Mahnke, Wisnsin.UM Foundation
Visit the Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation
at www.wumf.org or Facebook/wumf.org
Or call 1-888-903-9863

o can mail your order directly to
Cheryl Isenseeat: 9262 Festival
Avenue, Sparta, WI 54656. If you
ha en est 0 need an o
form contac?%astgr Loretta aat?t
church (2696949) or on her cell phone at (6886
1862).

st |5YPUeﬁf,'lHé(%r§e|f i%need of a card before the next

it

a r erdergpes in give Garacall and psk K she has the,

e card you need. She has a few extra scrip cards for loc
d buwinessesyon feaisd. a ﬁnecessar y e

eal %_& eal mi

Little Free Library

Thank you Emily Axelsenfor the
young adult books. | sure hope that o
patrons start replacing books the
borrow as weare in desperate need .
childrends books. These
Asialyays. ifyqy have bgoks you woyld likeq,donate,
please contact mysedt the office and | will pick them
up from you. We are sharing a great pastime with man
people who may not otherwise have an opportunity tc
read.Thanks
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Margie Lakowske,

Little Free Library Steward
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Lois Circle

Lois Circlewill be meeting at
the church in the small kitchei
on Tuesday, September 14 at
1:00 p.m.




Records and History

Records and Historwill meet
on Wednesday, September 9,
2021 at 9:00 a.min the Church
Library. If the situation with
COVID has changed by that time |
will keep you informed as to if our
meeting will still be conductedlf
you are unable to attend or would
like to look at different date/time
options for he future, please let me
know. | look forwardto seeing you
and tackling a plan on how we will
move forward with our Committee. Thank you.

We Ard Keeping the Eternal Flame Glowing

Margie Lakowske

—

-

Thank you for your prayers and cards before, during
and after my recent surgery. Your thotfgmess is
greatly appreciated. Thank you again.

Patty Wiedemann

Thank you for all the prayers, cards, plants and suppo
on the unexpected loss of brother/brotimelaw Tom
Noonan. We are so blessed to have such a wonder
church family. God bless all of you.
John & Diane Noonan

Thankyout o t he Noonan &ae of tloer
church grounds. Also thank you to whoever is mowin

the lawn. It is not an easy job and all of us appreciate

the great job you do!
Margie Lakowske

Thank you to all who expressed their sympathy to us

on my mo mdhank goa fortth flowers from
UMW, the cardsmemorials and condolences from sd
many. Caroline Storck reached her 10Birthday with
a family party on July 25 2021. She will be greatly
missed. We are so thankful for our church family

't

ful
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during this time.Sincerely Ellen and Tom Hemstock

UMW Update

UMW has not met as a unit et
Lois Circle has not met, eithe
Wesleyan Circle has had thre
outdoor summer potlucks wit
fellowship time, but no business &
yet.

The executive committee met t
set a budget for 2022,
includes: $500 pledge to mission a
$40 special mission recognition, fa
a total of $540. We will give more when we can.
Treasurer, Eileen Gajewsky will take of sending in all
of our offerings.

A slate of officers was also voted on. Our officers
are:treasurer, Eileen Gajewsky; secretary, Cyndi Wise

sunshine, Maxine Gudbaur; publicity, Margie
Lakowski; communications coordinator, Cathy
Nichols.

After much discussion about available volunteers,
the rise in COVID cases, and the apprehension o
attendees we decided not to serve our traditional
Harvest Supper with turkey and all the trimmings. We
will do a carryout meal of meatballs, gravy, rice, squash
green beans, coleslaw, rolls, and cranberry bars for $1.
The date in November is to be determined.

We are excited about beginning our events again

but everyoneds health an
Respectfully submitted,
Cyndi Wise
— S5 ~C oI

BASH Update

Do you love kids? Do
you want to share the lowve
of God with kids? Have we

gpt a.deal for .yqu.. We_a
e D el BASh 0 27
Activity and Story Hour) on €
Sunday, September 19 N
during worship. We neec {{
teachers and helpers t
teach our kids, using\ery
userfriendly curriculum.
We need enough people to be able to rotate th
schedule so that no one hast¢ach every Sunday. If
you have questions or know you would like to teach
contact BASH coordinator, Lynn Humphrey, or Pastor
Loretta.

iy
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From the Parish Nurse é
Health Ministry Visitation Purpose:

To offer encouragement, spiritual and emotiong
support bringing the love of Chri
to the growing number of home
bound people living in their

home/assisted living
residence/nursing homes.

To maintain contact
homebound members,
remind them they are not
forgotten, though unable to atten
worship and other churcl
activities.

Since Covid the Visitation team has been on &old
providing phone calls only.

We are planning a meetinghursday,September 23
and will be reviewing theisitationlist and revamping
it as we have lost sonpeopleand some will be added.
We will be mindful of the pandemic situation and will
make contact by phone if preferred or felt it would bg
safer to do so for all involved.

The Visitation Teanthat will be m&ing visits at this
time consists of Cindy Isensee, Eileen Gajewski, Jud
Furhman, Bev Laufenberg and myselile are always
looking for anyone that is interested in joining
us. Please feel free to contact me through the church
calling me directly at 838-269-5359.

But i f anyone has the
brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, ho
does Godoés | odoen3ami de i n

For I was hungry and you gave me fobdias thirsty
and you gave me drink, | was siranger and you
welcomed mgMathew 25:35

Imagine a man or woman on the streets, who socie
has forgotten. This person may smell of garbag
because they havweot bathed in months. This person
sits quietly alone, may be hungry or cold of
both. Homdessness is, often times generated by dry
/alcohol disease and mental illness and can be ve
iscaryo t o S 0ome of us.
homelessness is the stigmatizations of being homelg
and how this perception has led to dmdmeless polices
and dtitudes that keep people distancing themselve
from the issue.

Homelessness is a problem that has been afflictir
hundreds of thousands of people around the world f

I am humbled to have been a part of working with the
homeless people iWisconsin, Arizona and New
Mexico.

Our numbenf homeles$ere in Sparta is growing.
will be meeting with othersn the community that
already haveame assistance in place for our homeles:s
populationMy hope is to find ways we can partner with
other organizationsoswe are not duplicating seres
(especially with our limited resources). The types of
things | have been providing arevarm clothing
blankets, a warm mealersonal hygiene itenasd most
importantly resources for them.

Pasto Loretta and Paul Folke are also on board anc
will be joining in this ministry. If anyone else is
interested please contact me.

I n Christods Love,

Prisci

" _+—

— o

We have hit a milestone!

A\1”4

Thank you to all who have
donated to Soles4Souls!

Yy

& Sojles

iﬂ Souls

We have collected1504

o pair of shoes through
2 August!
goous and sees hi
W
HimoSsSCoeca— o —

Family Promise update

As of midAugust Family Promise has one family
of two that is in the program according to April
Buchanan ExecutiveDirector and Case Manager of
Family Promiseof MonroeCounty.

Our church is in need of a Family Promise
Coordinator. Our previous coordinator, Lynn
g Humphrey,hassteppeddown. Shedid a greatjob of
ry keeping in touch with April and organizing our

Avolunteersvhenit wasourtimeto host.Thankyouvery
ss muchfor yourwork Lynn!

If you areinterestedn steppinginto this important

»s  position, pleaselet PastorLoretta know as soon as

possible. There is a Family Promise coordinators
g meetingcomingup on Septembet 9.1 believewe have
br onemoretimeto hostin 2021.

ages.
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The Parish nurg€ewill be available in the church on
Wednesdays beginningeptember 15from 1030am
to 130pm.

If you have any issues or concerns please stop in and
see me Here is a list of some of the things | can assis
with or if you would just likeo visit-all is conficential.

il

|l

| hope that you will utilize this service, thank you.

Priscilla

Provide spiritual support and resources td
patients when faced with difficult health
/emotional issues/substance abuse.

Serving as a liaison between patients, th
community, and members of the health car
team

Mentoring volunteers and other meenb of
their parish

Stat up/provideresources on support groups
Serving as a patient advocate/resource person

Educating patients on the importance of faith in

relation to health and wellness.
Educate/assist ipreventive health screenings
Visit members in homes or hospitals
Counsel parishioners on medical or health
issues

Volunteer in various community service
establishments (shelter, soup kitchens, etc.)
Provide community resources to parishioners
Educate patients on preventive health/healt
maintenance

Assist with medical forms, Advance Directives.

bt
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Sojournerds
Living
Dear Friends,

It has been a very busy summer for all of us
Soj our ner falksis fastoapproaching, Wq
are so grateful for the opportunities to work w
individuals in our community that have fallen (
hard times and need our help. We want to thank
for your support and your prayers for o
organization. We are totally fundeby the
generosity of our community. It costs about $5,(
per month to keep bot
transitional houses going. With your help we hd
been able to reach out and help so many individ
in our community. Thank you!

We have also been sywith presentations an
helping our community become better educated
the Human Trafficking epidemic that is sweepi
across our country. We can all make a differenc
our community by just knowing the signs and h
to protect our children.

Please dd to your prayers that God will guid
us and bring to fruition a vision we have for
community center that could provide a safe pl;
out of the elements for people in need as wel
additional resources to give people a hand up.
would love to comerad talk with your church (o
groups within your church) about this or abd
Human Trafficking.

We are committed to sharing Christ and shar
oursel ves her e at So
thank you so much for everything that you do,
look forward to hedang from you soon.

God bless you,

Spencer

Kati e

Journey T

( m@e0&x1&01594)0 u s €

( wo meo8a@833322p u s €

o



Servant Leadership Board

Greetings Church Family,

We have been working wit
the Servant Leadership Boa
(SLB) module now for almost®
two years now. Pastor asked nf
to touch base with you on ho
things have been going.

| believe it has been working ™
well. The governing principles 4
of the SLB allow Pastor Lorettd
to accomplish her work without having to Jump througlh
Ainumer ous at we pregvieusly Hadh with the
Administrative Council modelFor example, when it
was identified that we needed to hire a ney
administrative assistant for the office, she was able
get the wheels in motion quickh\she kept us apprised
of what she wasa@li ng and di dnét
monthly meeting to be able to start the procdasstor
Loretta has also given us a great spiritual foundatig
and direction for our SLB. Each meeting starts with
devotion to make us prayerfully consider the bigge
picture for the direction our congregation will take.

We are called to make maturing disciples of Jesl

Christ for the transformation of the world. That is our

mission statemenfThe reason Sparta United Methodist
Church exists is to make God's lovalra our church,
neighborhood, community, and world. That means th;
coming to church on Sunday or watching the servig
online is just a small part of who we and/e still need
our work teams (e.g. Nurture, Missions, Trustees, et
to come together to atinue with the mission of the
church.

The leaders selected for the SLB are still the be
representatives to bring your hopes, dreams ai
concerns regarding the future of our churdblease
dondét hesitate to contac
any questions or concernsToni Burrows, Cheryl
Isensee, Paul Foulke, Julie Hanson, Ron Phillips, Scq
Naeseth, Peggy Wright, John Lodico, Priscillg
Hemmersbach, and Pastor Loretta Waughtal.

In Christ,
Toni Burrows
Chair of Servant Leadership Board
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UMCOR

We are deeply saddened by the news of the tragic
earthquake in Haiti and flooding in Tennessee. United
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) provides a
very real way that you can help those who are
suffering devastating loss.

You are invited to maka donation to UMCOR to
aid in the response efforts. We aglu to pray for the
families of those who have died or are missiivg
also pray for the communities experiencing upheaval
and uncertainty. UMCOR s a vital ministry of the
United Methodist Churcthat is well known and
respected even in the secular world for the work that
they (and you through them) do.

If you would like to mail a check please make the
check out to Wisconsin Conference of The UMC and
note Adv# 00483Aor Haitie or Adv# 5965 for LS.
disaster response the memo line Please mail your

h @hgek oy o

Wisconsin Cal}llferenc@\ttrfl Flnance Dept.750
Windsor St, Sun Prairie, Wl 53596r you can give
online through the conference website:
www.wisconsinumc.org
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Any Youth Ready to Confirm Your Faith?

If you have youth in your family who are ready to
take the step of preparing to confirm their faith, Pastol
L is considering beginning a new class in October.

She will again plan for a twgear cycle of
confirmation classes. The classes atended to make
young people aware of how God is and has been at wol
in their lives, even before they were old enough to
realize it. And confirmation affrms a new
commitmend a new covenant relationsidipetween a
ybbaegf @lelrswinn ga nsdh oQHhasltheytod
become members of the church.

For more information, or to register your youth for
classes contact Pastor Loretta in the church office
before September 15 so she can make plans.
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September Anniversaries

03 Carolyn& Kevin Lieder
09 Jane & Duane Hobson
11 Fran & Norm Warthan
14 Sara & Elliot Blackdeer

15 Carson & Mindy Wiedemann

17 Julie & Dennis Hanson
17 Ron & Kristine Phillips
30 Scott & Kelly Lakowske

September Birthdays

01 Addison Alvarado
01 Ace Grard

02 Mary Borreson
02 Ann Olson

03 Amy Kiefer

06 Sue Harrie

08 Judy Fuhrmann
10 Jean Evans

10 Marcia Knoll

10 Dave Wiedemann
11 Grace Johnson
12 Allen Erickson

12 Maxine Gudbaur
13 Gale Meyer

15 Damijon Talsky
18 Yvonne Chamberlain
18 Kewun Eddy

20 Wayne Johnson
21 Emmersyn Alvarado
21 Lisa Arvizu
21 Gail Clark

22 Chuck Adams
23 Kevin Lieder
27 Teresa Brown
27 Laurie Hesselberg ™,
28 Chris Angle
28 Sherry Breeser
28 Cyndi Wise
30 Mindy Wiedemann
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July Schedules
Bakery pick-up

5 Amy & Kurt Kiefer
12 Dave & Sara Kemp
19 Priscilla & Jeff Hemmersbach
26 Paul Foulke

Tech Team

5 Ben & Hailee
12 Ron & Kristine
19 Cheryl & Toni
26 Amy & Ron

Liturgist

5 Judy Fuhrmann
12 Beth Nowak
19 Martha Walley
26 Cheryl Isensee

Ushers

5 Bob & Cathy Nichols
12 Kurt & Amy Kiefer
19 Peggy Wright
26 Dick & Eileen Gajewsky
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Wisconsin Volunteers in Mission Opportunities

Below is the information for the next two Volunteers in Mission (VIM) trips tl
year. A newschedule for the coming year is being planned so watch for r
information soon on the VIM websiteiww.wisconsinumc.org/volunteers-mission

UMVIM

UNITED METHODIST
VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION

September 26- October 1, 2021
Lake Lucerne UMC Camp, Neshkoro, WI

Join us for a week of fellowship, fun ahdrd work! Plan to arrive and settle into your room in one of the cabins
then join us for dessert and our first evening together in Ridgewood, where we will share morning and ev
devotions each day.

Meals will be eaten in the Lodge starting with Monday breakfast and concluding with lunch on Friday.

Tasks may range from cleaning out cabins (washing windows, sweeping floors) to bringing in the pier on the
to cutting down trees and brush to rogpairs and laying new sidewalk!

We will do what the staff asks us todl@ndmore! This is a great time of year to enjoy the changing colors of
the trees and the last of our warm weathigris is a drive to camp.

Cost: $180.00 includeslodging, meals,work suppliesanddonationto camp.
Registration deadlineis September 1, 20210 insureadequatelanning.
(Depositis $36with theregistrationform. Checkmadeoutto WAC/VIM Camp.)
Registrar/Coleader: Gail Burgess 6510 D3rd Avenue, Bristol, W1 53104;
Phone- 2629458578 E-mail: hb53104@aol.com
Co-Leader: Donna KieferE-mail: momkiefer@juno.com608-6553097 (H 608 5759529

October 107 16, 20217 Poverty/Homeless Assistance, Detroit, Ml
Cass Community Social Services works across the City in areas of concentrated poverty providing prograt
food, health, housing and jobs. This is a dynamic organizagiawing on the front line of the poverty relief effort in
this very needy community.

CCSS prepares and serves 1 million meals annually.

325 homeless men, women and children currently stay in one of CCSS shelters, transitional housi
permanent supportivhousing programs.

1 CCSS operates a weekly free medical clinic and a day program for 100 adults with developmental disabi
T 70 adults are currently employed in the agency:

)l
)l

They would like us tdelp repair their buildings and get them ready for inspection. We will be painting, patchil
cleaning etc., in ten of their buildings.
We will be sleeping in the Cass United Methodist Church on our air mattr&ssegers are available.

Cost is$175.This is a drive to trip. Checks made out to: WAC/VIM.
A deposit for registration is $100 and should be sent to the registrar by the deadline for registration which
is September 6, 2021The work camp will be limited to 15 people.

Coi leaderi Shery Schreiner, Appleton, Wl 54914
PH: 920809-0924; Email: gmasdream@yahoo.com

Registrar i Chuck Wedemeyer, 8389 North Ivy Street, Brown D&#53223 Phone 414-354-8285
Cell i 4145175576 E-mail: jcwede@gmail.com
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The Chimes

Sparta United Methodist Church

210 N Court Street

Sparta, Wl 54656

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTE

Prepared Especially For:

Pastor. Rev. Loretta Waughtal
P a s & Gell Bhone (608) 3861862

Phone (608)2696949

Fax: (608)2696940

Email: office@spartamethodist.com
Website lewaughtal.wixsite.com/spartaumc

SUMC Worship Schedule
In-house Service
9:00 a.m. Sunday mornings

Online Service
YouTube: Sparta UMC month day year
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